
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



15X17 -^-2^1 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



j3« XttgusHnr's ^uHi, Marringfoii 




OBJECTS OF GUILD 



AND 



DUTIES OF MEMBERS. 



OPENING ADDRESS, 



By Rev. J. B R A M E, M.A., 

CHAPLAIN. 



onarritiston: 

PERCIVAL PEARSE, BOOKSELLER AND PRINTER. 

1872. 



ji^ i ii^e^y Google 



M- 'P'Pv^-, 



N],N P^ci-A^UU-t^^K 




Digitized by 



Google 



When your wish was intimated to me that I should 
occupy the position of Chaplain to your Association, I felt 
some hesitation in complying with it, for several reasons. 
The first was, my unwillingness to break through the rule 
I have followed during my residence in this town, of 
keeping myself as much as possible aloof from any move- 
ment in it. The second was, my small amount of leisure, 
and the uncertainty of my being able so far to command 
my time, as to be able to be of much efficiency in the 
performance of the duties thus laid on me. The third was, * 
my practical unacquaintance with the work of Church 
Guilds. During the last twelve years of my life, my atten- 
tion has been directed more to the working of clergymen 
than of laymen ; and during the time I was engaged in 
parochial work, the circumstances of my position obliged 
me to work with individual instruments, influenced as far 
as possible by my own spirit, and directed by my own 
will, and I had not the opportunity of organizing these 
individual instruments into the harmonious machine such 
as a Guild is. 

For these reasons, I knew I should have to make large 
demands on your forbearance, and probably undergo this 
mortification of finding that a closer acquaintance with me 
was bringing disappointment to yourselves, and lessening 
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the high opinion you had formed of me. On the other 
hand, it seemed to me most expedient, if any association 
of laymen for religious purposes were formed in this town, 
independent of the several churches in it, that the priest 
who was connected with it (at least during the first few 
months of its existence) should be one independent of any 
parochial or local interests. 

And now that we have met together, the first thing, in 
my judgment, on which we should have a clear and distinct 
idea is — ^What is the object for ^hich we desire to combine.? 
And what are the means by which we propose to carry out 
that object ? 

The object is, The promoting the Glory of God 

THROUGH THE INSTRUMENTALITY OF HiS ChURCH. 

The means by which, as I suppose, we hope to effect 
this are : — Firsts The aiding one another in the growth of 
religion in ourselves. Second, Assisting one another in 
acquiring such knowledge and information as may make 
us efficient instruments for any work for God and His 
Church to which His providence may open the way. 
Thirdy To do such works, when the 'opportunity comes, 
under such mutual rule, sympathy, and counsel as may 
give us method, perseverance, and courage in our work for 
God. 

With regard to the first of these, the promoting religion 
in ourselves, I feel, I am sure you all feel, that this must 
be the first, the leading matter which we all need to 
cultivate. We may, by mutual combination, cherish \n 
ourselves the greatest zeal for the cause of the Church ; we 
may, by patient study and mutual consultation, know all 
her truths, and be able to silence all her adversaries ; yet, 
glaring faults in ourselves left unchecked, one wrong-doing 
member cherished among us, must make all zeal and labour 
vain, all power of arguments unconvincing. " Except the 
Lord build the house, their labour is but lost that build it'* 
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The fostering the spiritual element in this Guild is the 
more needful in the times in which our lot is cast, more 
especially needful in the circumstances within which some 
of us locally move. In an age of religious energy, there is 
so much controversy and controversial bitterness, so much 
fault-finding and self-opinionativeness, so much recoiling 
from rule and authority, such a disposition to put our trust 
in the numbers we can marshal on our side of an opinion 
or a practice (irrespective of the character of those numbers), 
that we lose sight of the true source of truth, and of the 
proper services of the Most High ; we need to recall the 
words of the prophet two thousand five hundred years ago : 
*• For the Lord spake thus to me with a strong hand, and 
instructed me that I should not walk in the way of this 
people ; saying. Say ye not a confederacy to all them 
to whom this people shall say a confederacy, neither fear 
ye their fear, nor be afraid: sanctify the Lord of Hosts 
Himself, and let Him be your fear, and let Him be your 
dread, and He shall be for a sanctuary." The Churchman's 
reliance is not on numbers, nor successful lawsuits, nor 
powerful associations, but on Him who is ever present in 
His Church, and moveth among the golden candlesticks 
thereof; on Him whose grace will make sufficient for His 
work, every one who cleanses his heart and hands to know 
His will and to do it. There is, moreover, a dangerous 
tendency to mix together religious, or rather ecclesiastical 
objects with political ones. Such combinations must be most 
detrimental to the spiritual life. In our own neighbourhood, 
I must say, to speak frankly, I have been startled at the 
manner in which politico-religious controversy is destroying 
all apparent spirituality. Letters have been written in 
newspapers, and speeches made at meetings, avowedly on 
church subjects, which have made me shudder at their 
uncharitableness, and thorough want of religious tone. 

If we can lead any to keep their minds withdrawn from 
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these matters, and direct them into truer work for the 
Church than Orange Lodges, Church Associations, or 
Church Defence Societies seem to be doing, we shall be 
effecting a great good. 

Thfe rules of this Guild appear to me very favourable to 
this mutual encouragement in leading a christian life, as 
they avoid anything of a sectarian, congregational, or party 
character, each one being left at liberty to work under any 
clergyman, care being taken that his work shall be in 
harmony with the purposes of the Guild. 

The rules laid down for the members tend in this 
direction, and if faithfully and honestly carried out, must 
much assist in increasing spirituality. 

These are, among others: — To communicate regularly, 
frequently, and, if possible, fasting. To say the prayer of 
the Guild daily. To attend the services of the Church, 
both on Sundays and week-days, as often as possible. To 
study to lead a life becoming their vocation, observing 
moderation in dress, habits, and amusements, practising 
self-denial, humility, and charity, and living soberly, 
honestly, and steadily. 

Let these duties be first on our minds, and be carefully 
performed, and thus we shall be fitted for any work which 
shall offer itself. 

But a further training is needed — ^the training of the mind 
and intellect. The great want of the present day is accurate 
knowledge on Church matters on the part,of the lay mem- 
bers of the Church. It is notorious that in no other religious 
body in the land is there so little information on its own 
history or doctrine as in the Church of England. Often, in 
consequence, Churchmen are either silenced, or acquiesce in 
the mis-statements of those about them, while they have 
all the while, if they knew it, an inexhaustible armoury on 
their side. Every day what strange errors are promulgated 
on the history of the Church Revenues, the early history 
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of the Church of England, the history of the Reformation, 
the history of the Prayer Book, the true method of worship, 
and many other subjects in which the Romanist and 
Protestant dissenter asserts his own facts, and reiterates his 
own phrases, until those facts and phrases become so familar 
to the minds of Churchmen that they are accepted from 
habit or convenience. A well-selected small library is one 
thing necessary for the Guild ; but every one of its members 
might, for a few shillings, purchase such small manuals as 
would aid him much in obtaining a tolerable knowledge of 
Church history and doctrine. I purpose, as far as I can, to 
deliver a short lecture monthly to the members of the 
Guild on such subjects as these : — 

1. The History of the Prayer Book. 

2. The History of the early British and Saxon Churches. 

3. The Relations of the Church to the Commercial Pro- 

gress of the Country in the Middle Ages. 

4. The History of the Reformation. 

5. The Doctrine of the Incarnation, and those doctrines 

which necessarily flow from it, as Eucharistic Grace 

and Eucharistic Worship. 
Other subjects will suggest themselves as experience 
shows what are the matters concerning which we need 
most to be instructed. 

In fact, I should wish our relative position to be for the 
present considered as this — ^that you form a class desiring 
instruction, and. that I am your lecturer, trying to impart 
to you the information you require. I should wish each 
lecture to be followed, not by a formal discussion, but by 
question and regulated conversation, so that we may be. 
sure we thoroughly understand our subject. I must remind 
you that, during the last ten years, many new books have 
been written on the matters I have mentioned, which I 
have not read, so that you must rely on me to give you 
only the information I possess myself. I cannot pledge 
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myself to give you that which you might obtain from a 
better teacher. 

With regard to Guild work. 

In this respect I fancy we shall have, in a great measure 
to feel our way, being content at first rather to train 
ourselves for work, than to engage in it too hastilly. 

One thing must be distinctly understood, that no member 
of the Guild shall in any way hinder or thwart the work of 
his parochial clergyman, or attempt anything like making 
proselytes from the congregation of one church to that of 
another; on the contrary, the object of every one of us 
should be, so far as we can, to strengthen the hands of our 
own clergyman. We all can walk together a long way, 
and when our paths diverge, there is room for each one to 
walk his own way without collision with the other. In 
whatever things you can, help your own parish clergyman, 
help him heartily and honestly. If your own parish does 
not require your help, help in another that does. Our task 
is rather to fill churches than to adorn them, and we may 
do much in this way by doing only that work which it is 
open to every one to do, whether associated with others or 
not. *' Sometimes," says Hooker, "they deliver the word 
whom privately zeal and piety moveth to be instructors of 
others by conference." Now this "conference" .opens a 
large field for individual, but directed work. 

Every one of you must come in contact with the various 
objections to the Church which are so common in the 
present day. Your work should be, in the first place, 
thoroughly to understand the objection, and then with all 
patience and kindness to answer it. If you feel unable to do 
this, the Guild meeting, or a conference with its chaplain, 
may, aid you in doing so ; often short treatises can be 
recommended, and put into the hand of the objector, 
which will remove his objections. But it must be distinctly 
understood, that no one is at liberty to circulate books and 
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tracts, without previous consultation with the proper officers 
of the Guild. To lend a book to an acquaintance is one 
thing ; to disperse tracts and fly-sheets about a parish is 
another. In this very important work of " conference," the 
first thing required is to be able thoroughly to answer 
the very common opinion — that a man can be religious 
without going to church. The next thing is to be able 
clearly to state what "going to church" is ; in other words, 
what is the true worship of God under the Christian 
dispensation ? I cannot suggest any work more simple in 
its plan, or more useful, than for each to find some non- 
worshipping acquaintance, and to bring him first to the 
hearing of the word, then to the worship of the Church, 
afterwards to the receiving of the sacramental gifts. 

Another thing each one may do is, to seek out the 
unbaptized ; instruct the adults for that holy sacrament ; 
stand as sponsors for the young. Numberless opportunities 
abound of educating the ignorant, reclaiming the lost and 
fallen, visiting and relieving the poor and suffering, reading 
to the bed-ridden, and all this can be done quietly, without 
any interference with the clergy ; but in all cases there 
should be, if possible, a previous consultation with the 
chaplain of the Guild, and a short account of the work kept, 
to be shown him from time to time. I would suggest to 
any one who purposes to himself any district work, to first 
carefully . consider it, and then write to me that I may 
arrange for an interview with him before he commences it. 
I should wish all intercourse with myself, in my capacity of 
your chaplain, to be by appointment, previously arranged 
by letter. I wish to prevent the mixing up religious 
counsel with social intercourse. 

With regard to the duties of our women associates it will, 
I hope, be needless to point out to any who may join us, 
that one great work for women is that in which fAey were 
employed who abode in prayer with the Apostles in the 
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days of the Church's first trouble. Here is one great field 
of work — continual supplication for God's blessing on the 
efforts of those with whom they are associated. 

Not the only work. A woman's instincts point out so 
many methods of work, her tact enables her to do so much 
which men cannot do, wins her an entrance where men 
would find obstacles, that we shall gladly hail their associa- 
tion with us, and derive strength from it. 

** In the darkest path of man's despair, 
Where war and terror shake the troubled earth, 
Lies woman's mission ; with unblenching brow. 
To pass thro' scenes of anguish and af&ight, 
Where men grow sick and tremble ; unto her 
All things are sanctified, for all are good. 
Nothing so mean, but shall deserve her care ; 
Nothing so great, but she may bear her part." 

This energy and zeal will not be diminished by being con- 
ducted in harmony with the principles and rules of a Guild. 
Theirs is especially the task to minister to the sick mem- 
bers of that Lord to whom the holy sisters in the Gospel 
ministered; to work with their clergy, after the example 
of those who in the Church of Philippi laboured with 
St. Paul ; to employ their especial craft of the needle to 
the benefit of Christ's poor, as that woman worked who 
made the coats and garments displayed by the mourning 
throng, who " was full of good works and alms-deeds which 
she did ;" to instruct the half-informed, and, like another 
Priscilla, supplement by shrewd information the eloquence 
of an ApoUos ; above all, " to teach the young women to 
be sober." 

And here, certainly in our day, is there need to cry — 
" Rise up, ye women that are at ease." The extravagance 
in dress and pleasure of the younger women of our day 
is becoming frightful. The Guild rule of moderation in dress 
may assist in setting an example, which may check the 
dangerous torrent of vanity, frivolity, and insubordination. 
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Each associate might veiy easily, at stated times, visit 
some sick person ; do needlework to sell in aid of some sister- 
hood, orphanage, or penitentiary ; attach herself to some 
young woman, who may need her aid for instruction, pre- 
servation in virtue, or recovery from vice. But all these, or 
any other works, should be done under regfulation and 
accountability. 

Though there is no intention that the members of the 
Guild should attend any one church, it is desirable they 
should communicate together as often as they can, and that 
once a year, on the day of its patron, or on the Sunday 
after, it should be obligatory on every member to attend at 
Holy Communion, if any altar can be obtained for the 
purpose, so that the Guild may present itself before the 
Throne of Grace as one body. 

When we look into ourselves, and see how much need 
there is of mutual encouragement to greater strictness and 
purity of life; when we consider the ignorance that prevails 
around us, and the need there is for true knowledge being 
acquired and disseminated; when we look at the fearful 
waste of souls at our very doors, and hear our brother's 
blood crying to us from the ground, — ^we must feel sure that 
we dare not, for our own sakes, for our brother's sake, for 
the sake of our Church, and our Church's Redeemer, be 
content to remain satisfied either with ourselves or with 
things around us. Shall we any longer go on doing nothing, 
or shall we try and aid each other in making these things 
better.? This is the question which is whispered in the 
souls of some of us, which is ringing loudly in the souls of 
others. May God help us, that we may prepare to work 
out the answer to this question. If we believe, as we do, 
" that He will do great things for us," let us " sanctify our- 
selves ;'^ and then, "let us be of good courage, and behave 
ourselves valiantly for our people, and for the cities of our 
God ; and let the Lord do that which is good in His sight." 
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As we shall not meet again before Lent, I think it advis- 
able to call your attention to the uses you are bound to 
make of that season, with regard to the duties you have 
voluntarily taken on yourselves by becoming members of 
the Guild. I am not going to say anything about other 
Lent duties ; that^I should consider an impertinence on 
my part. I am not placed in cure of your souls ; I have 
not been applied to by any for "ghostly counsel and 
advice." If I were to take upon myself to lecture you 
on Lent duties with regard to your inner spiritual lives, 
you might justly turn on me and say, " Who made thee a 
prince and judge over us .?" Each of you, who feels the 
need of it, has no doubt his own director, by whom he is 
guided at this season in those things in which he needs 
guidance. But as Chaplain of the Guild it is my clear 
duty to point out to you what you have to. do this Lent 
as members of this Guild. I should be acting unfairly to 
you, who asked me to take this office, if I shrunk from 
doing this ; you would be acting unkindly to me if you 
asked me to take the office of counsellor and instructor, 
and did not follow my counsel, and give heed to my 
instruction. 

I consider, then, that we ought this Lent to look to our 
Guild work, as relating to ourselves and to others. 
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In your general examination of your lives on Shrove 
Tuesday, or before Ash Wednesday, I counsel you, in 
addition to other subjects of self-examination, to ask 
yourselves : — In what spirit did I become a member of 
the Guild ? Was it from party spirit, from a wish for re- 
ligious excitement, or from a desire to promote the glory 
of God, the salvation of my own soul, and the souls of 
others ? Have I kept the rules, have I said the prayer 
of the Guild daily, been cautious in talking about it, and 
careful to practise moderation in amusements and dress ? 
What has been the effect on my own mind of being a 
member of the Guild ? Has it enlarged my sympathies 
with others, or made me in some measure sectarian ? 
Have I, in consequence of being a member, been less 
respectful than I should have been towards spiritual 
guides not connected with it ? Have I profited spiritu- 
ally through being a member ? have I aimed at a higher 
life, and adopted a stricter rule than before ? 

Such questions seem to me to bring us face to face with 
the special dangers as regards ourselves which lie in our 
path ; and we should, before Lent begins, look honestly 
into ourselves, and see whether all is right with • us in 
regard to them. 

Our general examination being completed, our daily 
special examination in Lent should be directed to the 
question, whether we are striving against those defects in 
our Guild character which our general examination has 
revealed to us. If for forty days we daily strive against 
any fault, it is marvellously weakened at the end of that 
time. 

Whether you are guided by Lent manuals or by indi- 
vidual directors, you are of course enjoined, as the smallest 
addition to your ordinary devotions, to say at mid-day 
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some special prayer, — if possible, being alone some short 
time. I must request you, in addition to this, to say every 
day during Lent some special prayer for grace on your 
Guild membership, — some prayer for purity of intention, 
for self-examination, for courage in your work. You will 
very likely find such prayers in the manuals of private 
prayer which, you use. If not, I would suggest to you the 
careful meditation of the following collects ; they may 
furnish you with words in which to express the needs of 
your souls: — Fourth Sunday in Advent, Fourth Sunday 
after Epiphany, Fifth Sunday after Easter, Sixth, Ninth, 
Thirteenth, Seventeenth, Nineteenth, Twenty-fifth Sun- 
days after Trinity, S. Andrew's Day, S. James's Day, and 
All Saints. This is the smallest amount of Lent work, 
with regard to ourselves, which is possible to faithful 
membership : — General examination before Lent as to 
motives, intention, and obedience to rule ; daily examina- 
tion on those points on which we have found ourselves 
defective ; one extra prayer, at least, in the middle of 
each day for Divine help or pardon in our Guild work. 

I now come to our Lent work with regard to others. 

I am not aware of what works of mercy each of you is 
doing ; as yet, our mutual relation has been simply my 
expressing my opinions and your listening to them. If, 
therefore, I speak of your works for others as less than 
they are, you must pardon me, as I err from ignorance. 
Of course, we have not as yet, as a Guild, engaged in any 
works of mercy ; but each individual niember has, I hope, 
been doing something. With that I have nothing to do ; 
that, again, is a matter for your individual director. I 
have only to do with works undertaken according to the 
plan I laid down in my opening address : " In all cases 
there should be, if possible, a previous consultation with 
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the Chaplain of the Guild, and a short account of the work 
kept, to be shown him from time to time." There have 
been no " consultations" and no "accounts ;" consequently, 
I have nothing to advise from the experience of the past ; 
I have only to suggest and — I am bound to use the word — 
enjoin, as to the future. 

Work seems now, by God's providence, to be opening be- 
fore us. We have been praying for six months ; it is not, I 
trust, a presumptuous thought that our prayers have been 
heard and answered. But I can assure you the thought that 
we are now about to attempt work is a very solemn one to 
me, so much depends on the spirit in which we do it. There 
are such dangers — forgive me for reminding you of them — 
from vainglory, disobedience, impatience, that if these once 
get hold of us, we may leave the neighbourhood in which 
we work worse than we found it. Our unhallowed hands 
may not steady the tottering ark of the Lord ; the unclean 
person may make the holy thing unclean. I do not say 
this to discourage; only to try that we may assist each 
other in humility, distrust of self, and reliance on our God. 

The first work I wish to bring before you is the trying to 
get up good congregations on the Thursday evenings dur- 
ing Lent at S. Anne's Church. The Vicar of S. Anne's is 
making every attempt to secure the services of a set of 
earnest preachers, of experience in mission work, and every 
effort must be made to get the people of the parish to hear 
them. I hope we shall this evening arrange the parish in 
such districts that it may, week by week, be thoroughly 
canvassed for this purpose. Tracts and fly-sheets, calling 
to repentance and giving notice of the sermons, will be 
supplied to each district visitor ; and I would advise each 
of them to find, in the first instance, some respectable and 
reliable person in each district, who would advise as to the 
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people most likely to be persuaded to come. The invitation 
must be: "Come and hear something for your soul's good." 

The next thing I have to bring before you is our work 
at 20, Hope Street We shall, in the first place, hold an 
Evening School there on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
evenings, for lads and young men who at present attend no 
night school. This School must be for those who have not 
yet been reached — for the lowest class. We shall need six 
of our members for this work as teachers, and some of our 
associates may help by visiting the homes of those whom 
we come to know by the attendance of the lads at school, 
making the acquaintance of the mothers, and winning their 
confidence. 

The Night School will occupy the two lower rooms of 
the house. I hope the two rooms above will also be shortly 
occupied by a sewing and reading class for girls, under the 
superintendence of our associates ; but we had better feel 
our way towards this. 

On Thursday evening the house will be closed during the 
time of service at S. Anne's. On Friday evening a Bible Class 
will be held, mainly under my instruction ; but I shall need 
an assistant on whom I can rely when I am absent. The 
work will be — reading some portion of the Bible, explain- 
ing and applying it, engaging in prayer, distributing tracts 
and leaflets to those who are present, inquiring after any 
sick cases, so that notice of them can be given to the Vicar. 
The rule with regard to the sick must be, first visiting the 
case, so as to know exactly what and where it is, and then 
write the name and address on a card, and leave it at the 
Vicar's house. It will be necessary that one of our asso- 
ciates be present at each Friday's Bible Class. On Saturday 
evenings I hope we shall be able to get up some sort of 
entertainment for our pupils, but we must be more settled 
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before this can be. On Sunday we may, I hope, get up a 
Ragged Sunday School, but no one can come who has been 
of late to any other Sunday School. 

The upper part of the house will be arranged for a Guild 
room and prayer room. The latter will be strictly private. 
Each member, on. application to me, will be furnished with 
a key for his or her own use. This arrangement is made, 
not because there will be anything there which we should 
care the whole world seeing, but to ensure privacy to those 
using it, for uninterrupted privacy will be necessary for 
fervent and effectual prayer. I trust no member of the 
Guild will engage in any work without previously betaking 
himself to this prayer room, there examining his conscience 
as to the spirit in which he is setting about his work, making 
a solemn offering of his work to God, imploring grace where- 
with to do it. When work is done, go up again and pray 
for a blessing on it, and spend a short time in reflecting 
how imperfect it has been. 

On every Friday evening that I am able, I shall attend 
from 7 to 7.30 in the prayer room, to see members or asso- 
ciates of the Guild who may wish to see me. 

Now, in this work — ^not very much, in truth, but enough 
for a commencement — I must require of you all implicit 
obedience to my directions. This may seem to be taking 
a great deal on myself, and asking too much of you, espe- 
cially as selfwiU has prevailed so much in a former Guild to 
which some of you belonged. I can most solemnly assure 
you, I am much afraid of the responsibility thus taken on 
myself But if our plans fail through individuals acting on 
their own private judgment, the Guild will incur the blame, 
and the whole work be ruined ; if the failure is through my 
want of judgment," the blame will rest on me alone, I can 
easily resign, and the work go on under another leadership. 
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As we are about to work in S. Anne^s parish, we must 
clearly understand our relations to the Vicar. From him I 
have received the greatest kindness. I have talked over 
our plans with him, and I believe I may say they have his 
fullest sanction. He must have no responsibility in our 
work, no control over it — in fact, nothing to do with it ; sp 
that, if we fail, his hands are in no way weakened by the 
failure ; if we succeed, as we are working the people up to 
S. Anne's Church, his position will be strengthened. Our 
mission work is no opposition, no competition, no rivalry, 
aims at no ulterior object, only at the one we avow, the 
bringing of the wandering sheep to Christ, and strengthen- 
ing the religious affections of those who are seeking Him. 
Our work as laymen can never come across the Vicar's 
work ; and I am sure we are all undertaking it in the. hope 
of aiding him, giving thereby some small return for the 
very great privilege afforded to us in the early celebration 
at S. Anne's. 

I have a strong feeling that this Lent will be a season of 
great importance to us, both as individuals and as members 
of the Church in this town. I hope the feeling present to 
us all is humility mingled with courage. Let us keep guard 
against all excitement, display, or desire of praise in what 
we do ; let us be careful not to talk but to work, deter- 
mining day by day that we will, by the help of the 
Almighty, train ourselves to be truly Christian soldiers, 
enduring workers for our God ; let us be prepared to 
meet with disappointment ; let us expect that our motives 
shall be misunderstood ; let patience grow in us, and love 
strengthen us, while we pursue our work in penitence and 
hope. 
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